
 

 

	

 
 
 

 

Great Hope 1: The Cross 
 

I. Announcements & Prayer 
 

• This Weekend – We will worshipping in the building at 5pm Saturday and 9:20 and 11am Sunday.  You 
can participate through Facebook Live or thechurchnextdoor.org. You can also stay in your car in the 
parking lot and listen through 95.3 FM. Bring a neighbor! Invite a friend!  

• Radio Show – The Your Next Step radio show continues Mon-Fri at 10:30am and 6:30pm on The Word 
880 AM and 104.5 FM. The podcast is also available on our website yournextstepnow.com as well as all 
podcasting services.  

• Next Steps – Next Steps is returning this weekend after the Saturday service on April 10 @ 6:15 and 
after the second Sunday service on April 11 @ 12:15.  Who do you know who needs to be there?  Can 
you bring them? 

• No More Perfect Marriage Retreat – Mark your calendar.  Mark and Jill Savage, the authors of No More 
Perfect Marriages, will be teaching an amazing retreat right here at The Church Next Door on the 
weekend of May 21st-23rd.  Pre-registry begins this weekend! 
 

II. Ice Breaker Questions 
 

1. What is the most useful class you ever took in high school, college, or elsewhere?  How has 
that class been useful?  (E.g., Pastor Doug’s most useful high school class was “keyboarding”, 
which he uses every day.) 
 

2. The last time you cleaned out your closet or garage, what is one thing you were happy to lose 
or get rid of?  (Please don’t say your spouse!)  Why do you never want to find that thing again? 
 

III. Bible Study 
 
Read 1 Peter 1:3  
 
3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…(NIV) 
 

1. How do you think our “new birth into a living hope” is connected to “the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead”?  What does this connection say about the importance of Jesus’ cross? 

 
Read 1 Corinthians 1:17ff  
 
17For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with cleverness of speech, so that 
the cross of Christ would not be made of no effect. 18For the word of the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written: 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
And the understanding of those who have understanding, I will confound.” (NIV) 

 
2. Paul sees great wisdom in the cross.  Jesus asked us to take up our cross.  How is the cross 

connected to wisdom? 
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Read Matthew 16:21-23 

 
21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 

many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must 
be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 

22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to 
you!” 

23Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do 
not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” (NIV) 
 

3. Why did Jesus say Peter had his mind on human concerns rather than God’s concerns?  How 
do we know Jesus was right about that? 

 
Read Matthew 24:4  
 
4And Jesus answered and said to them, “See to it that no one misleads you.” (NASB) 
 

4. When have you experienced someone trying to mislead you or other believers?  How did you 
get back to Jesus’ truth? 

 
Read Luke 23:32—33; 39–43   
 

32Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33When they came to 
the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other 
on his left… 

39One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself 
and us!” 

40But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same 
sentence? 41We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done 
nothing wrong.” 

42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
43Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”  (NIV) 
 

✝ Repentant Thief      ✝ Jesus (Barabbas)    ✝ Unrepentant Thief 
Accepted his Cross & Jesus                Angry & Rejected Jesus 

 
5. Pastor Doyle talked about the repentant thief accepting his cross and Jesus’ cross.  How have 

you experienced accepting these crosses? 
 
Read Galatians 6:14 
 
May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been 
crucified to me, and I to the world. (NIV) 
 

6. Why do we resist allowing ourselves to be crucified to the world through Jesus’ cross?  What 
would happen in our lives if we allowed ourselves to be crucified like this?  What is one step 
you can take in that direction today? 


