
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Heroes of Faith 6: Jonah 
 

I. Announcements & Prayer 
 

• This Weekend – We will worship outside @ 6pm Saturday and inside @ 9:20 and 11am Sunday.  You 
can also listen in your car by tuning your radio to 95.3 FM or watch the livestream on Facebook or 
thechurchnextdoor.org. Bring a neighbor! Invite a friend!  

• Radio Show – The Your Next Step radio show continues Mon-Fri at 10:30am and 6:30pm on The Word 
880 AM and 104.5 FM. The podcast is also available on our website yournextstepnow.com as well as all 
podcasting services. 

• TV Show – The Your Next Step TV show is normally airing after Saturday Night Live, Saturdays @ 1am 
on NBC4.  Set your DVR! 
 

II. Ice Breaker Questions 
 

1. What is the largest city you have ever visited?  What did you like about that city?  What did you not 
like about it? 
 

2. Tell us your best “fisherman’s story”, i.e., what is the biggest you caught or the one that got away or the 
strangest you have seen?  
 

III. Bible Study 
 

Read Matthew 4:24—27 (NIV)  
 

38 Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from 
you.” 

39 He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will be given it except the 
sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the 
Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  

41 The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented 
at the preaching of Jonah, and now something greater than Jonah is here. (Also see Mt. 16:4; Luke 11:29-31) 

 
1. Why was it wrong for the Pharisees and teachers of the law to ask Jesus for a sign?  What is “the sign 

of the prophet Jonah”?  What kind of signs are people looking for today? 
 
Read Jonah 1:1–3 (NIV)   
 

1 The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against 
it, because its wickedness has come up before me.” 

3 But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a 
ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the Lord. 

 
2. Why did Jonah run to Tarshish instead of going to Nineveh (hint: look at Jonah 4:1-2)?  Besides the cost 

of boat fare, what else did this decision cost Jonah?  What is our resistance to God’s will costing us? 
 
Read Jonah 1:9 (NIV) and 1:16 (NIV)  
 
9 He [Jonah] answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the 
dry land.” 
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16 At this the men [sailors] greatly feared the Lord, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows to 
him. 
 

3. Jonah, a Hebrew and God-worshipper, refused to submit to God while pagans sacrificed to God.  What 
does this tell us about how hard our hearts can become?  What can soften our hearts?  How can we 
pursue that?    

 
Read Jonah 2:8–10 (NIV) 
 
8 “Those who cling to worthless idols turn away from God’s love for them. 9 But I, with shouts of grateful praise, 
will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed I will make good. I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the Lord.’” 10 And the 
Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land. 
 

4. Jonah has a revelation while inside the fish; he sees that idolatry and God’s love are polar opposites.  
What “idols” might we have today?  What are these idols taking us away from?  How can we turn 
away from these idols and to God? 

 
Read Jonah 3:3–5 (NIV) and 3:10 (NIV) 
 
3 Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very large city; it took three 
days to go through it. 4 Jonah began by going a day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and 
Nineveh will be overthrown.” 5 The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the 
greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. 
 
10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did not bring on 
them the destruction he had threatened. 
 

5. Why do you think the Ninevites believed Jonah?  Why do you think God spared them?  What does the 
fact that God would spare people as wicked as the Ninevites tell us about God? 

 
Read Jonah 4:1—2a (NIV)  
 
1 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord, “Isn’t this what I said, 
Lord, when I was still at home? …”  
 

6. Jonah did not care about the Ninevites, but God did.  What similar people in our immediate area does 
God care about?  How can we invite more people to our group and church? 

 
Remember, every invitations is better with CHIPS… 

Care for the community 
Host the community 
Invite people personally 
Playful, fun and creative 
Significant and Sympathetic 
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